
It’s Our County -  what are we all about? 

It’s Our County is an independent, local party existing only within the county boundary of 
Herefordshire. Our councillors and supporters work for the county in an open and honest 
way. We are made up of ordinary people—just like you, fed up with the traditional 
mainstream political parties which constantly make promises and then fail us. We fight to 
get things done and need your help.  We are the largest opposition party on the County 
Council and the majority on the City Council. Don’t waste your vote, please consider 
supporting our movement for real change. We can do it together!  

Vote matthew bushkes 

for kings acre ward 

“Matt is a hardworking, family man whom I have known for many years. He knows and 

loves the City, genuinely cares about other people and has a determination to make 

politics something people, young and old, understand and get involved with - taking the 

‘stuffiness’ out of politics!  Please get out and vote for him, we desperately need ‘real 

people’ like him on  Herefordshire Council”!                                                         Cllr Jim Kenyon 

Email me on: mbushkes@gmail.com                  Phone: 07799662266 
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My name is Matt Bushkes. I am a Hereford City councillor and wish to represent you on 
Herefordshire County Council.  Please consider giving me your vote.  

I have lived in this area for over 30 years (my family used to own Whitecross Video Store) I 
feel strongly about our community. I am married and my wife and I are full time foster 
carers, which is a challenging but extremely rewarding. For the past 11 years I have worked 
at Whitecross School as a SEN Teaching Assistant, in the Creative Arts and ICT departments. 
Three years ago I also set up “The Core”, a non-profit community project offering roller 
skating lessons and vital space for community groups and alternative activities. This space is 
used by lots of groups and together we have raised money for many local charities, 
including Open Door (a local homeless charity) and the RDA (Riding for the Disabled).  

Two years ago I was elected as an It’s Our County (IOC) Hereford City Councillor, alongside 
my IOC colleague, Mark Mansell since then we have worked together very closely. I am 
passionate about communities and know that communication is key. As a City Councillor I 
have had the privilege to help groups in the city. I helped secure funding for The Ghost 
Runners to have 6 months free track time at the leisure centre. I along with IOC Councillor 
Jim Kenyon build raised flower beds for the residents of Henfford Gardens, a warden 
controlled site with people suffering from Alzheimer’s. IOC were also key in cleaning up the 
Yazor Brook as well as setting up a residents association to help battle the proposed housing 
estate on Three Elms. I know I can make a difference for the better so I hope you will elect 
me on Oct 26th. 

  

 

 



It’s Our Money! Our Conservative Council cabinet  tell us they are the prudent party, 

constantly tightening our county’s belt by slashing services. They have slashed the bus 
subsidy, stopped support for organisations like No.1 Ledbury Road (respite for carers) and 
SHYPP (young people homelessness) and continue to demand more and more cuts in the 
name of austerity.  Yet they stand by clueless (at best) whilst out of control council officers 
blow public money on the council’s own pet projects.  

They also ignored their own consultants’ (Fisher German) advice not to sell our publicly 
owned farms and instead destroy the next generation’s route into farming—all for a quick 
buck. This is unacceptable behaviour - this Conservative cabinet has proved itself to be 
unethical, imprudent, dishonest and incompetent. Time we—the residents of 

Herefordshire, took control back once and for all.  

Hereford Times  Hereford Times 

1,200 new houses on our doorstep - stop! It’s too much, too quickly 

There is a huge time-bomb ticking on our doorstep. This Conservative Council are looking to 
grant outline planning permission for 600 (1200+ in three years) homes in the Three Elms 
area, on agricultural church land surrounding Huntingdon Court which the Church 
Commissioners are, quite frankly, exploiting for maximum profit, in conjunction with it’s 
developers and Herefordshire Council. This is a completely disproportionate, inappropriate 
huge scale development, driven by corporate greed which will change the nature of our 
community extremely rapidly and forevermore. 

There are lots of issues with this application; nowhere near enough affordable housing, 
concerns about water contamination, water shortage issues affecting two big Hereford 
employers (including Bulmers) and so on … but the main issue will be the lack of road 
infrastructure. 

Although this Tory Cabinet claims the houses will support jobs growth, in reality they want 
developer money to drive the Western bypass right through our community. We get 1,200 
houses and more traffic chaos now and the promise of a bridge (perhaps) in 2027—at the 
earliest. Despite Tory spin, IOC is for much needed housing and the right sort of road 
projects, but we believe the needs of residents come before those of the council and 
housing developers - and, together, we will make sure they do! 

Councillor Mark Mansell: I want to thank my IOC colleague, Mark Mansell, for the un-
stinting work he has done in the ward. Mark has had to resign due to pressures on his time. 
Although IOC has repeatedly pressed Herefordshire Council to schedule at least half of it’s 
meetings in the evenings (like Hereford City Council) to allow more people of working age to 
stand as Cllrs, they have refused.  As a result Mark cannot continue as a County Cllr and still 
work full time for a transport company. We are very pleased to say that he will continue to 
represent your parish on Hereford City Council.                                               

Too much, too 

quickly - all this 

countryside will 

be lost  

They sold our council farms so that 

the land value asset is lost forever 
They disregarded due process and 

overspent by 1 million pounds! 

IOC led community clean up of Yazor Brook 

Matt teaching community skating lesson 

Matt Bushkes 

Building raised beds for 

Alzheimer’s group 


