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Hi.
First allow me to say that it has been my pleasure to represent you in council over the past four 

years. My primary role has been to be your voice in council, but more than that it has meant 

being involved in the community, and I must say I have enjoyed the experience.

This was my first foray into politics and I have to admit a few of my views were garnered from the 

1980’s comedy ‘Yes Minister’. Possibly an over-stylized version of government but it does have 

an uncanny way of explaining the term bureaucracy in its many forms. I would certainly 

recommend typing ‘Yes Minister’ into your search engine.

According to Wikipedia, “Democracy is a system of government in which the citizens exercise 

power directly or elect representatives from among themselves to form a governing body.“ My 

time as ward councillor has led me to question the Cabinet System and how it relates to 

democracy. Council and Cabinet meetings are not always that well attended by the public. If like 

me, you have sat through a few and witnessed first-hand what at times looks like a poorly 

choreographed stage show this is not surprising. As you are probably aware, the Cabinet is 

made up of eight people chosen from a pool of fifty three elected members. In simple terms, this 

means that a minority of eight, steered by teams of bureaucrats, will set the stage for what 

happens in the county over a four-year period.

In my opinion, and that of my party (It’s Our County) this does not always provide for the needs 

of the majority. We firmly believe that any decision affecting you the taxpayer should be reached 

by all the people you elected - not by a chosen minority.

Whether or not you believe the present system is truly democratic; I do fear that at times it does 

not allow me to represent you the way I would like. However, I hope that you will agree that in 

spite of the obstacles presented, I have achieved positive results with what you have asked of 

me.

Saying I would like to spend another four years as your voice in council is an understatement. To 

that end, I would be truly honoured if you re-elected me as your Ward Councillor on May 2nd. 

There are still some things that we have started which are yet to complete, so let’s continue 

working together to make our community an even better place to live.

Sincerely,

David Summers

INDEPENDENT CAPABLEORGANISED

Phone 07934 702829

Email  David.summers@itsourcounty.org 



21st century transport solutions to 
the city’s traffic troubles

CAPABLE

In February 2019 IOC became the first opposition party in a generation to produce a
full shadow budget for Herefordshire.

If the Herefordshire Alliance is in the position to form a new administration at
Herefordshire Council on the 3rd May 2019, we have the plans already in place to ensure
that the core business of the council will continue to run smoothly during the
transition period.

We also have the plans in place to quickly re-prioritise some key aspects of the council’s
policy and service delivery to achieve better value for money for local residents.

Lights out trials in city
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Coalition and change to a Committee System

The Herefordshire Independents, It’s Our County, The Green Party and

unaligned independents have agreed to form an alliance coalition after the

elections and to move the Council from a Cabinet System of governance (where

only 8 members make most of the decisions and officers and lobbyists have too

much influence) to a much more representative Committee System, which

includes the views of all the 53 democratically elected Councillors.

In 2015 only 41% of the electorate voted Conservative in 2015 but we got a 100%

Conservative administration.

Please vote for one of these three groups or an unaligned independent who has

pledged to support the principles of the Herefordshire Alliance.

A vote for one is a vote for all!
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