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Dear Resident,

My name is Tracy Bowes and I am currently your IT’S OUR COUNTY (IOC) County 

Councillor for Belmont Rural and I will be standing for re-election on 2nd May 2019. 

IT’S OUR COUNTY is a grass-roots local party of Independent, Organised and Capable 
local people working in communities across the County to benefit local residents. 

I live in Belmont with my partner James, who helps run his family-owned golf course 
business at Brampton, near Madley.  You will often see me, James and the family 
walking around Belmont or visiting one of the park areas with the two children. 
Although born outside the county, I have fallen in love with Herefordshire and the 
people who live here.  I feel privileged to be part of a community where people care 
about their homes and the environment in which they live.

I am passionate about community and since being elected in May 2015 I have been 
working hard, fighting for the best interests of local residents. 

Shortly after becoming a Councillor I became a Trustee of South Wye Community 
Association, (Belmont Community Centre) and despite the challenges we have faced 
I continue to find this very rewarding. Working together with colleagues in the 
community association and the parish council we have succeeded in securing a three 
year funding grant to cover the cost of room hire at the centre.  Crucially, this 
allowed our threatened library to continue to operate in Belmont.

One of my real concerns is that Herefordshire Council has a group of just EIGHT 
Councillors (out of 53 elected), who make most of the decisions which impact us all, 
via a cabinet system of governance. I question how democratic this is? Wouldn’t it 
be better if all 53 of the elected councillors were able to use their skills, judgements 
and talents to the benefit of the people we serve? 

Now is the time for us to pull together as a community and decide what we want to 
become, where we want to go and how we want to get there. Herefordshire is a 
unique and special county with a bright future.  With your continued support, I 
would like to continue to fight for the best future for us all.

Tell me what matters to you:

M: 07710 557560
E: tracy.bowes@itsourcounty.org
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21st century transport solutions to 
the city’s traffic troubles

CAPABLE

In February 2019 IOC became the first opposition party in a generation to produce a
full shadow budget for Herefordshire.

If the Herefordshire Alliance is in the position to form a new administration at
Herefordshire Council on the 3rd May 2019, we have the plans already in place to ensure
that the core business of the council will continue to run smoothly during the
transition period.

We also have the plans in place to quickly re-prioritise some key aspects of the council’s
policy and service delivery to achieve better value for money for local residents.

Lights out trials in city
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Coalition and change to a Committee System

The Herefordshire Independents, It’s Our County, The Green Party and

unaligned independents have agreed to form an alliance coalition after the

elections and to move the Council from a Cabinet System of governance (where

only 8 members make most of the decisions and officers and lobbyists have too

much influence) to a much more representative Committee System, which

includes the views of all the 53 democratically elected Councillors.

In 2015 only 41% of the electorate voted Conservative in 2015 but we got a 100%

Conservative administration.

Please vote for one of these three groups or an unaligned independent who has

pledged to support the principles of the Herefordshire Alliance.

A vote for one is a vote for all!
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